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AG REILLY WARNS PARENTS ABOUT THE
POTENTIAL DANGERS OF CHILDREN USING
SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES SUCH AS
MYSPACE AND XANGA

Recent incidents involving Internet crimes against children have been prominent in the media.

In some incidents, these crimes involved suspects and victims who met each other online through
social networking sites. Online social networking sites have become increasingly popular with
children, especially young teens, as a place where they can meet other people, communicate, and
exchange information. Unfortunately, these sites have also become a “virtual playground” for :
criminals and potential child predators to communicate anonymously with and prey upon

potential victims.

How do social networking sites work?

Any computer with Internet access can be used to join a social networking site. Some
sites require only that the registrant provide an email address and often there is no system
in place to verify the validity of any of the information that a registrant provides during
the registration process. Most sites require that users abide by terms of use meant to curb
improper conduct, but enforcement of these terms of use is limited and often relies on
users to report violations.

Once a registrant becomes a member he or she can post personal information, images or
other information depending upon the features available at the site. Unless the site offers
privacy settings for the disclosure of certain information and the user chooses to activate
these settings, all the information the user posts on the site may be visible to all other
users of the site.






