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AG REILLY WARNS PARENTS ABOUT THE
POTENTIAL DANGERS OF CHILDREN USING

SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES SUCH AS
MYSPACE AND XANGA

Recent incidents involving Intern~t crimes against children have been prominent in the media.
In some incidents, these crimes involved suspects and victims who met each other online through
social networking sites. Online social networking sites have become increasingly popular with
children, especiany young teens, as a place whel"ethey can meet other people, communicate, and
exchange information. Unfortunately, these sites have also become a "virtual playground" for
criminals and potential child predators to communicate anonymously with and prey upon
potential victims.

How do social nen'Vorkingsites work?

Any computerwith Internetaccesscan be usedto Join a socialnetvvorkingsite. Some
sites requireonly that the registrantprovidean emailaddressandoften then~is no system
in place to yerify the validityof anyof the informationthat a registrantprovidesduring
the registration'process.Mostsitesrequirethat usersabideby terms of use meant to curb
improperconduct,but enforcementof thesetermsof use is limitedand oftenrelies on
users to reportviolations.

Once a registrantbecomes a memberhe or she canpost personal information,imagesor
other informationdependingupon the featuresavailableat the site. Unlessthe site offers
privacysettingsfor the disclosureof certaininformationand the user choosesto activate
these settings,all the informa.tionthe user postson the site may be visible to all other
users of the site.




