
Family Literacy Night
at the Aborn School

Literacy in the Classroom and Beyond



What is reading?

Three Basic Components:

1. learning to pronounce words 
2. learning to identify words and get their 

meaning

3. learning to bring meaning to a text in 
order to understand it 

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/content/cntare
as/reading/li7lk1.htm

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/content/cntareas/reading/li7lk1.htm




PHONEMIC AWARENESS VS. PHONICS

Phonemic awareness: The ability to hearand identify  
the individual soundsin spokenwords.

Phonics:The understanding that there is a predictable 
relationship between the sounds of spoken language 
(phonemes) and written language (Letters/spellings)

Why is it important for you to know the difference?





What are the reading components in 
a Balanced Literacy Program?

ÅGuided Reading

ÅShared Reading

ÅRead Aloud

ÅIndependent Reading

ÅInteractive Reading

ÅLiterature Circles

ÅBook Clubs



What Does Guided Reading Look Like in the 
Classroom?

& The teacher works with a small group of students (4 -6 in a group). The groups are 
flexibly grouped.

& Children are grouped according to similar reading processes and similar 
instructional reading levels.

& The text chosen for a group is one that provides opportunities for the students to 
use reading strategies and provides an opportunity for a small amount of new 
learning.

& Every child reads and is supported by teacher.

& The teacher provides an introduction that supports the learning of the text.

From www.aschilb.emsd37.org/reading/Guided%20Reading%20PP.ppt

http://www.aschilb.emsd37.org/reading/Guided Reading PP.ppt


The parts of a guided reading lesson:
Noteworthy Information YOU can use!

Before reading:  Set the purpose for reading, introduce 
vocabulary, make predictions, talk about the strategies 
good readers use (KWL, webbing/use of graphic 
organizers, etc).

During reading: Guide students as they read, provide wait 
time, give prompts or clues as needed by individual 
students, such as "Try that again. Does that make sense? 
[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ōŜƎƛƴǎΦέ

After reading: Strengthen comprehension skills and provide 
praise for strategies used by students during the reading. 

From 
http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4343

http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4343


Guided Reading is NOT:

ÅA complete reading program

ÅWhole group instruction

ÅRound robin reading

ÅSustained silent reading

ÅGroups that do not change (e.g. Once youõre a Bluebird, 
youõre always a Bluebird)



What is Shared Reading?

Åis an interactive reading experience.
Åallows children to join in the reading of a big book, poem, 

or selected passage as guided by a teacher.
**uses an enlarged text that all children can see. 
Årequires selected books/poems/passages that must be 

suitable for students to join in the experience. 
**involves the children in reading together by the teacher 

pointing to or sliding below each word in the text
Åmodels the reading process and strategies used by 

readers

Adapted from http://www.oe.k12.mi.us/balanced_literacy/shared_reading.htm

http://www.oe.k12.mi.us/balanced_literacy/shared_reading.htm


Other Reading Components of Balanced 
Literacy



Read Alouds- Reading aloud to children 
allows the teacher/parent to:

ÅModel fluent and expressive reading.

ÅThink aloud.

ÅModel the reading process.

ÅReview text structure.

ÅHelp beginning (newcomer) and intermediate English Language 
Learners understand text.

ÅProvide interactions with different types of texts.

ÅMake connections to other subjects, previous learning, and real life.



Literature Circles or Book Clubs (Upper Grades)



What are Literature Circles?

1. Small groups of students gather together to discuss a piece of 
literature in depth. 

2. The discussion is guided by students' response to what they have 
read. You may hear talk about events and characters in the book, 
the author's craft, or personal experiences related to the story. 

3. Literature circles provide a way for students to engage in critical 
thinking and reflection as they read, discuss, and respond to 
books.

4. Collaboration is at the heart of this approach. Students reshape 
and add onto their understanding as they construct meaning with 
other readers. 

5. Finally, literature circles guide students to deeper understanding of 
what they read through structured discussion and extended 
written and artistic response. 

From: http://www.litcircles.org/Overview/overview.html

http://www.litcircles.org/Overview/overview.html


What are some roles in a Literature Circle?

ÅConnector

ÅDiscussion Director

ÅLiterary Luminary

ÅSummarizer

ÅTravel Tracer

ÅIllustrator

ÅVocabulary Enricher 
http://abcteach.com/directory/basics/reading/
literature_circles/

http://abcteach.com/directory/basics/reading/literature_circles/


Independent Reading



Benefits of Independent Reading

Builds fluency
Increases vocabulary
Builds Background



Reading Strategies Good Readers Use

1. Look at the picture.

2. Look at the first letter or chunk of the word.

3. Look for the parts of the words you know.

4. Say the first letter of the word, skip it, and read on to 
the end of the sentence. Then come back and see if you 
can figure out the word.



Other Essential Skills and Strategies

ÅFluency

ÅExpression

ÅVocabulary

ÅComprehension Strategies (context clues, 
making connections, visualization)

ÅCommunication Skills (asking questions) 

ÅChunking Through Text

ÅVarious Genres (e.g. Nonfiction Text Features)



Comprehension Strategies

ÅVisualizing, Activating Prior Knowledge, Questioning, 
Making Inferences, Determining Importance, Making 
Connections, Developing Vocabulary, Synthesizing 
Information, Identifying Text Structure, Summarizing, 
Retelling

http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/KeystoComprehens
ion.html

Harvey, S. & Goudvis, A. (2007). Strategies that work: 
Teaching comprehension strategies for understanding and 
engagement. Portland, ME: Stenhouse.

http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/KeystoComprehension.html


More Reading and Learning 
Strategies

{ŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΥ
Å Make connections    
Å Ask questions
Å Visualize



What is Balanced Literacy?
Åintegrates different types of literacy 

instruction

Åassessment-based planning is at the core

Åuses explicit skill instruction and authentic 
texts

Åis comprehensive, well -planned, and includes 
reading, writing, listening and speaking 

Åresponsibility is gradually shifted from the 
teacher to the students. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balanced_Literacy

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balanced_Literacy






The Structures of Balanced 
Literacy:

A Model of Gradual Release Towards Independence

Reading

Read Aloud

Shared Reading

Close Reading

Guided Reading

Independent Reading

Writing

Modeled Writing

Shared Writing

Interactive Writing

Guided Writing

Independent Writing

Word Study

Phonemic/Phonological  
Awareness

Letter Work

Vocabulary

Phonics/Word 
Patterns/Chunks

High Frequency 
Words



Writing Development

Pictures Squiggles
Random 
strings of 

letters
Labels Sentences Paragraphs



Writing Workshop

Mini-lesson 

Teacher 
delivers 
explicit 

instruction 
on on the 
structure, 
craft, or 

conventions 
of writing 

within 
carefully 

planned units 
of study.

Children 
try out the 
strategy 
with a 
quick 

example

Independent 
Writing Time

Children 
write 

independen
tly on self-
selected 
topics

Teacher 
confers with 

individual 
writers or 
delivers 
targeted 

small group 
writing 

instruction

End-Share

Group 
articulates 

new 
learning 
about 

writing; or

Teacher 
delivers 
another 
teaching 

point



SO WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?

L 5hbΩ¢ I!±9 a¦/I ¢La9Η
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Make informed choices!



Choosing Books to Read to 
Very Young Children 

ÅSimple Sentence Structure

ÅRepetitive Language

ÅRhyming 


