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Captain Phillips: Honor and Duty 

 

On the twenty fifth of September,  Captain 

Richard Phillips, the author of A Captain’s Duty 

(Classical’s summer reading book) made his way into 

a gymnasium packed with the LCHS student body in 

its entirety. The event started off with a few words 

from Principal Constantino and a foreword by senior 

class president, Haley Sheehan. Sheehan spoke of her 

work as first mate on a ship, and her personal sense 

of admiration for Mr. Phillips. She noted how mean-

ingful this assembly is for not only her, but everyone 

involved and then complimented Phillips on his exem-

plary qualities as a Captain. 

Following Sheehan’s brief introduction, Cap-

tain Richard Phillips took his place behind our podium 

proudly adorned the Lynn Classical Ram and he began 

his speech, as all the greats do, with a Tom Hanks 

joke. In listening to Phillips, we learned that he gradu-

ated in 1973 from Winchester High, and that, as one 

of his many jobs, he became a cab driver. At this 

point, many of us were wondering what a cab driver 

has to do with a brave crew battling Somali pirates on 

the open waters. Phillips went on to tell the tale of  a 

young man who rode in his cab, and how he was im-

pressed with his clothes and the amount of money he 

had, and upon asking what the man did for a job he 

replied with, “I’m a Merchant Marine.” Captain Phil-

lips eventually, with that little spark ignited, applied 

to Mass Maritime Academy and got accepted. He 

graduated from there in 1979 and went on to be-

come the captain of and 17,000 ton ship and a crew 

comprising of 18 men. 

Captain Phillips had many inspiring words 

throughout his tale of his bravery, intelligence, and 

perseverance. He told his men to “Hope for the best, 

but plan for the worst.” He said that “A piracy situa-

tion was matter of when, not if.” But he says, “When 

we are faced with a threatening situation, some-

where within us, we find the strength to do what 

must be done.”  

After concluding his speech, Captain Phillips 

took the time to answer a few questions for The Ram-

page and speak personally, and individually, to many 

Classical students. When asked about one thing he’d 

like to share if not anything else, he replied with, “I 

just want people to know what a merchant marine 

is.” He talked about how our first navy was a mer-

chant marine. He noted that “During World War II all 

products came by water. Everything you wore, ate, 

read, worked with and bought was once on a ship.” 

He said that merchant marines were essentially “the 

truck drivers of the ocean.” And lastly he added that 

he wants everyone to know that even though the 

spotlight may be on him, he says “It’s not about me. 

It’s about me and eighteen other brave men.” His fi-

nal words he spoke for the Classical family were, “Just 

remember, nothing’s over until you quit.” 
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