
 

 
  

 
LYNN PUBLIC SCHOOLS                              

James Leo McGuinness Administration Building 
100 Bennett Street 

Lynn, Massachusetts  01905 
 
 
 

Seventh Special Meeting of the School Committee  
Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

Members present:   Mr. Castellanos, Ms. Coppola, Mr. Ford, Ms. Gately 
            Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Satterwhite, Mayor McGee 

 
 

In Attendance:    Dr. Tutwiler, Superintendent 
                              Attorney Mihos  
                             
 
Mayor McGee presided. 
 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a salute to the flag and a moment of silence.  
  
Item 1:  Salary for the Secretary of the School Committee 
 
Discussion ensued with Mayor McGee reviewing the past salaries of the Secretary of the School 
Committee since 1999.  It was noted that this is a non-union position 
 
Mayor McGee recommended a base salary of between $65,000 - $70,000  
Mrs. Coppola recommended a base salary of $70,000 - $80,000 
Mr. Ford recommended a base salary of $75,000 - $80,000 
Ms. Gately recommended a base salary of $75,000 - $80,000 
Mr. Castellanos recommended a base salary of $75,000 - $80,000 
Mr. Nicholson recommended a base salary of $75,000 - $80,000 
Mr. Satterwhite recommended a base salary of $75,000 - $80,000 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Satterwhite made a motion that the salary base range from $75,000 to $80,000 for the salary 
of the Secretary of the School Committee.  Seconded. 
 
Roll Call 
Member  Vote 

 
Mr. Castellanos  Yes  
Ms. Coppola   Yes 
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Mr. Ford   Yes 
Ms. Gately   Yes 
Mr. Nicholson   Yes 
Mr. Satterwhite  Yes 
Mayor McGee   Yes 
 
Motion passed. 

 
 
Mr. Nicholson suggested Attorney Mihos draft a new contract.  Discussion ensued with 
Committee members recommending the contract be for between 3 – 5 years.  No vote was taken. 
 
Mayor McGee called a recess at 6:45 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Interviews for the Secretary of the School Committee 
 
The following candidates answered questions from Committee members: 
 
1.  Mary Jules 
2.  Joseph Martin 
3.  Frances Martinez 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
Mary Jules 
 
1.  Mr. Castellanos:  As a Legislative Aide for the House of Representatives, highlight your 
strengths, weaknesses and experiences. 
 
2.  Mr. Ford:  What are the most important aspects of your interaction with the Superintendent? 
 
3.  Mr. Satterwhite:  What do you believe the position of Secretary of the School Committee 
entails and what experiences have you had that would meet those responsibilities? 
 
4.  Mr. Nicholson:  Was there a time in your career when you put together a Team? 
 
5.  Ms. Gately:  As a Legislative Aide in the House of Representative, summarize a list of the 
things you did.  How did you work with other legislative aides and others in the State House? 
 
6.  Mr. Satterwhite:  How will your experiences in your professional career as Election 
Coordinator help you in your responsibilities?   
 
7.  Ms. Coppola:  What would you say tonight, something that you wanted us to hear at the first 
interview? 
 
8.  Mayor McGee:  How do you see the job? 
 
9.  Mr. Satterwhite:  What does it mean when you give 110% at work as Election Coordinator? 
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10:  Ms. Gately: (a) Explain what you mean by 110%.    
     (b) What does it mean when you draft the press releases? 
 
11.  Mr. Nicholson:  Comment on what you see the role of a well-functioning School Committee 
and what should the Committee be doing in its role in Lynn Public Schools? 
 
12.  Mr. Satterwhite:  Elaborate on what 110% means in your position.   
 
13.  Ms. Coppola:  Your statement regarding meetings, how would you notify the members of the 
School Committee regarding unscheduled meetings? 
 
14.  Mayor McGee:  Elaborate on your press releases and your relationships with the other 
 Legislative aides. 
  
 
The Mayor called a recess at 7:25 p.m.   
The Committee resumed at 7:28 p.m. 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
 Joseph Martin    
 
1.  Mr. Ford:  What are the most important aspects of your interaction with the Superintendent?   
 
2.  Mr. Satterwhite:  Elaborate your personal relationship with the Superintendent and  
how would you be a liaison between the School Committee and the Superintendent, 
administrators, teachers and support staff of the Lynn Public Schools? 
     
3.  Mayor McGee:  Give examples of how you would keep your neutrality and impartially in 
support of the Committee without the influence of others. 
 
4.  Mr. Castellanos:  Tell me about a time when you were not satisfied with your work 
performance and what did you do about it and what was your motivation to improve as a 
Storekeeper? 
 
5.  Mr. Ford:  What background do you have in dispute resolution? 
 
6.  Mr. Nicholson:  Tell us about a time when you built a team and brought them together and the 
skills you used.   
 
7.  Mr. Satterwhite:  When you were describing the incident, when you were not satisfied, what 
would you have done different?  
 
8.  Ms. Gately:  Envision or express a day as the Secretary of the School Committee and what 
would it be like and what are your expectations? 
 
9.  Ms. Coppola:  What would you say tonight something that you wanted us to hear at the first 
interview?  Will it be hard to be on the management side? 
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10.  Mr. Satterwhite:   Regarding the need for new schools, how would you be able to form a 
message to the public regarding the need for new schools and elaborate on how you would get 
them to the Table? 
 
Mayor called a recess at 8:01 p.m. 
The Committee resumed at 8:04 p.m. 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
Frances Martinez 
 
1.  Mr. Ford:  What do you consider the most important aspects of your interaction with the 
Superintendent? 
 
2.  Mr. Nicholson:  Tell us about a time or situation where you had to show team building skills 
and put together a team of people accomplishing a goal. 
 
3.  Mayor McGee:  What in your professional experience do you have that didn’t come with 
specific training that allowed you to take control of it and you were able to learn and take over the 
job? 
 
4.  Mr. Castellanos:  If selected for this position, how will you manage your time commitments?  
You listed your volunteer experience, which is incredible and you also listed the Northshore 
Latinos Business Association CEO and founder.  Will you be stepping down from these positions?  
How will you reduce your time at this position which is not typically a 9 - 5 job, and there will be 
numerous hours outside of the timeframe expected. 
 
5.  Mr. Satterwhite:  Regarding your team building skills, we are looking at your overall 
experience in team building.  Give us a description of your work at the Northshore Latinos 
Business Association.  Describe what this organization does and how this translates to your work 
as the Secretary of the School Committee.    
 
6.  Ms. Gately:  How do you actually envision a day in the life of the Secretary of the School 
Committee? 
 
7.  Ms. Coppola:  What would you say tonight that you wanted us to hear at the first interview?  
 
8.  Mr. Ford:  A portion of this job will be handling student issues.  What background do you have 
in handling dispute resolutions? 
 
9.  Mr. Nicholson:   How do you view the role of the School Committee in the Lynn Public 
Schools? 
 
10.  Mr. Satterwhite:  Elaborate your time commitment when you say “you would still find time 
for everything else.”  How does this impact your time commitment to the School Committee and 
to this position? 
 
11.  Mr. Satterwhite:  You mentioned in previous times you worked with Tom Iarrobino. 
 
Mayor called a recess at 8:30 p.m. 
The Committee resumed at 8:42 p.m. 
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Mayor McGee passed the gavel to Vice Chair Coppola. 
 
The Mayor spoke regarding the need to ask the City Solicitor for an opinion regarding affiliations. 
 
Mayor McGee made a motion to Table the election of the Secretary of the School Committee  
 
Roll Call 
Member  Vote 
 
Mr. Castellanos  Yes  
Ms. Coppola   Yes 
Mr. Ford   Yes 
Ms. Gately   Yes 
Mr. Nicholson   Yes 
Mr. Satterwhite  Yes 
Mayor McGee   Yes 
 
Motion passed. 
 
 
Mr. Satterwhite made a motion to hold a Special meeting on Tuesday, September 25, 2018  
at 7:00 p.m. for a final vote to elect the Secretary of the School Committee.  Seconded. 
 
Roll Call 
Member  Vote 
 
Mr. Castellanos  Yes  
Ms. Coppola   Yes 
Mr. Ford   Yes 
Ms. Gately   Yes 
Mr. Nicholson   Yes 
Mr. Satterwhite  Yes 
Mayor McGee   Yes 
 
Motion passed.  
 
 
 
A motion from the floor was made to adjourn at 8:46 p.m.  Seconded. 
Motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
        Patrick Tutwiler, PhD 
        Superintendent 
 
Nab 
Adopted:  September 27, 2018 


